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Defense — Battlefield
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Late 18™ Century Vernacular

19" Century Greek Revival
Federalist

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: Foundation — Limestone, Granite, Brick; Walls — Wood Frame;
Roof — Tin; Other — Composite Shingles

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and
noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and
significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

March was a pivotal month in the closing year of the American Civil War. General Braxton Bragg, overseeing
Confederate forces in North Carolina lost Fort Fisher, then Wilmington during the Campaign of the Carolinas.
As Union General William T. Sherman marched from Atlanta, the Confederates sought to stop him from
reaching Richmond. Bragg attempted to prevent General John Schofield's forces marching out of New Bern
from joining Sherman. Schofield commanded the 23rd Army Corps with troops from Connecticut, Indiana,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio; artillery from Illinois, Massachusetts, Michigan, and
New York; and cavalry from New York and North Carolina.

The Union forces marched westward from New Bern to engage the Confederates and ultimately link forces with
General William T. Sherman near Goldsboro. On March 7, 1865 Union troops under the command of General
Jacob D. Cox began to converge on a crossroad known as Wyse Fork and engage the Confederate defenses
around Kinston. The battle that continued over the next four days until March 10, 1865 was one the Union had
to win and the Confederacy could not afford to lose. In the end the battle at Wyse Fork constituted a major
juncture in the Campaign of the Carolinas and the second largest engagement of this campaign in North
Carolina during the Civil War, second only to Bentonville.
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This action took place at Wyse Fork and Southwest Creek, to the east of Kinston, North Carolina. Backed by
troops from Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, and South Carolina and commanded on the ground
by D. H. Hill and Robert Hoke, the battle began as a Confederate victory with the capture of an entire Union
regiment from Connecticut along with other troops from Massachusetts. The battle ended as a defeat for the
Confederacy when Bragg's forces retreated to join General Joseph E. Johnston in one last attempt to stop
General Sherman at Bentonville. Unlike New Bern, occupied by the Union in 1862, Kinston was the scene of
various engagements during the war in 1862, 1863, and 1864. The last of these engagements, one of the largest
and longest, was fought between March 7 and 10, 1865, is known most frequently in contemporary military
reports and personal accounts as the Battle of Wyse Fork. It is also known as the Battle of Wise’s Fork,
Southwest Creek, Wilcox’s Bridge, Second Southwest Creek, Kelly’s Mill Pond, or as the Second Battle of
Kinston.

The text below will provide a description of the battle location and the presently existing conditions of the
battlefield. Included in this narrative will be information regarding the location and natural setting, the cultural
landscape of the 1860’s, the contributing above-surface resources, the surface and subsurface remains,
landscape features, and the non-contributing resources. This section will also describe the evolution of the
landscape within the district and note the major changes since the period of significance. The narrative will
begin with a discussion of the location and natural setting.

Location and Natural Setting

The Wyse Fork Battlefield is located in the Coastal Plain physiographic region of North Carolina near Kinston
(Figure 1). This region is generally composed of a gently sloping wedge of unconsolidated marine sediments
overlying crystalline basement rock. These sediments are cut by drainages and characterized by numerous
wetlands. Locally, the battlefield is drained into the Neuse River by Southwest Creek, Strawberry Branch, and
Mill Branch. The Neuse River flows through the Piedmont Region before crossing the Fall Zone. From this
point the river meanders through low, swampy terrain in the interior Coastal Plain until it empties into the
Pamlico Sound.

Kinston is located in Lenoir County, adjacent to and west of Jones County along the Neuse River. Elevation in
the area ranges from less than five feet (amsl.) along the drainages to nearly 20 feet on broad sandy ridges.
Bluffs along the Neuse River can reach ten feet or more in height. Elevations in Jones County range from lows
at or just above sea level near drainage margins to approximately 25 feet along sandy ridges and bluffs along
the Trent River.

A variety of soil types occur within the battlefield area (Barnhill et al. 1977; 1981). These types range from
sandy, acidic interior coastal soils with little organic material and relatively low fertility to highly organic,
swampy soils. Many of these areas are studded with dense thickets and bogs. Vegetation in the Wyse Fork
Battlefield area is dominated by two major forest types that, similar to the soils, reflects Coastal Plain
topography. The sandy uplands are dominated by oak and pine. The lowlands include floodplain and bog
hardwoods. Many of the participants in the battle made remarks about the swampy conditions and the
vegetation (e.g., Cox 1902; Hagood 1910). Sheldon Thorpe (1893:88) of the 15" Connecticut described the
5
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Union force march “through woods and swamps.” J. Waldo Denny (1879:41-45) of the 25" Massachusetts
recalled marching “through swamps filled with water.”

Temperature, in part related to elevation, is one of the most important variables in determining the climate and
weather patterns of North Carolina. A weather station in Kinston reports temperatures ranging from higher than
100 degrees (f) in summer to lows in the single digits during winter. The average annual temperature is
approximately 70 degrees (). The first frost generally occurs near the end of October and the last frost is in
mid-April. Most rain falls during the summer months, but extended periods of rain frequently occur in the
winter. Personal and military correspondence, in addition to formal military reports, from February and March
of 1865 documented rain and snow flurries during this period of time. Writing on March 3, 1865 General Cox
(OR SI1 47 (1):931) described weather conditions as “stormy ever since leaving Wilmington” and “rainy today.”
Sheldon Thorpe (1893:108) recalled March 2, 1865 a “cold, disagreeable rain” and on “March 3d...It rained
nearly all day, but cleared up towards evening.” During the battle Thorpe (1893:91) reported,

it cannot be shown that a crossing of Southwest Creek at any other place than
Jackson’s Mills was contemplated, on account of the stream being much swollen
from the recent rains.

As presented in the discussion below, it is notable that the general topography of the Coastal Plain coupled with
the low, swampy landscape around Kinston, the poor roads and inclement weather conditions had a major
impact on the evolution of the Battle of Wyse Fork, both in the prelude to battle and during the engagement.

The 1860s Cultural Landscape

The Wyse Fork District boundary is contained within portions of Lenoir and Jones Counties. In 1860 both
county populations were dominated by slaves. This was common for many of the interior Coastal Plain
counties of North Carolina. Lenoir County’s 1860 population included 4,902 whites, 5,140 slaves, and 178 free
people of color. Jones County’s population included 2,204 whites, 3,413 slaves, and 113 free people of color.

In 1860 Lenoir County had 465 enumerated farms with 111,183 improved and 161,476 wooded acres valued at
$12,432,030 (1860 U.S. Census) U.S. Bureau of Census 1864). A total of 204 farms ranged between 10 and 100
acres. A total of 226 farms ranged between 101 and 500 acres. Similarly, the 1860 census recorded 55,110
improved and 124,787 wooded acres on farms valued at $963,266.00 in Jones County. The low number of
improved acres reflects the low population density. In Jones County 264 farms were counted. Of these, 112
consisted of less than 100 acres.

Hart (1968) observed that one quarter to half of all southern farmland was wooded. Wooded acreage for Lenoir
and Jones Counties was higher probably due to the large number of swampy areas. The woodlands served as
feeding areas, providing mast and fodder, for free range cows and pigs. This reduced farm overhead costs by
decreasing reliance on hay and other farm produced or purchased feeds. As early as 1728 Byrd (1967) reported
seeing free range livestock in northeastern North Carolina. Fishing was an important resource for local farmers
as well as slaves.
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Descriptions of cultivated fields are rare but Jeremy Gilmer (SHC 276 and NCDAH), the Chief Engineer for the
Confederacy, mapped some along roads and margins of the woods (Gilmer 1818-1894). His maps and others
illustrate the swampy nature of the terrain. Gilmer's map of the area southeast of Kinston near the Neuse and
Trent Roads in the vicinity of Dover swamp illustrates a few farms and cultivated fields in the region. Much of
the land not counted as farmland was swamp, although some small areas like Kinston were urban centers.

The official record of military correspondence prior to, during, and after the Battle of Wyse Fork describes the
area as extensively wooded and swampy. For example, General Cox (OR SI 47 (No. 1):931) commanding in
the field under the Union General Schofield describes the area in official correspondence as:

One great swamp, with occasional dry spots in it, and few roads. The railroad
runs through the center, the Neuse road on the right, and the Trent road on the
left. A few paths and cart tracks connect these...

Figure 2 is a map of the battlefield area by General Cox showing the Union defensive line with the Dover
Swamp to the east (behind the line) and wooded area to the west (in front of the line) (Cox 1902:157).

Derby (1883:461), of the Twenty-Seventh Massachusetts, further describes conditions:

The grounds were mostly dead level, covered with partially reclaimed swamps or
thickets of woods and marsh, while the roads were mud-holes of uncertain depth.

Diaries and letters from troops who participated in the battle similarly describe the area as wooded and swampy.
Confederate General Hagood (1910:354) writes about the area as “tangled underbrush...a low swampy
country.” Massachusetts soldiers Kirwan and Splaine (1911:322) describe the landscape:

The march from New Bern to Wise’s Forks, over roads and swamps softened by
recent storms made heavy work for the troops. The roads most of the way were
heavily blockaded by felled trees, which had to be cut through to allow the
passage of our wagons, and our pioneers were often compelled to stand knee deep
in water while corduroying the roads with brush and logs to enable our artillery
and wagons to pass over them. The laugh of hundreds sounded as someone in the
darkness would walk into the mire; then when a dry spot of ground was reached
the victims proceeded to empty mud and water from their shoes and to wring it
from their stockings and then resumed their march.

At the beginning of the war Kinston was a small town and county seat. After the occupation of New Bern by
Union troops in 1862 several small, but intense encounters occurred between Confederate and Union troops in
the region. Kinston was occupied only briefly by the Union Army in 1862 after the First Battle of Kinston
(Brent 2006). After the Confederates regained control of the area, Kinston served as a depot for the
Confederate Army and was well protected by numerous earthworks.
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After the Battle of Wyse Fork and during the Union occupation of Kinston in 1865, Union General Cox
described the town as pretty with three church spires among evergreens. Confederate and Union wounded were
treated at hospitals in Kinston. Wounded troops were also hauled by rail, wagon, and ambulance to hospitals in
New Bern and Goldsboro.

The Present Cultural Landscape

Presently, the landscape encompassing the battlefield contains a mix of rural, urban, and commercially
developed areas. The developed areas are concentrated mainly along the present alignment of U. S. Highway
70. This includes commercial, retail, light industrial, public utilities, and residential development. In addition,
three solar farms, one in place and two proposed, are located adjacent to the battlefield and US 70. One farm is
located on the east side of the battlefield and two are located along the western edge of the district. Residential
development is also present at varying degrees of concentration along the minor roads within the district.

Much of the area encompassing the battlefield is still rural and contains a mixture of cultivated farmland,
wooded areas, and low swampy areas. While the exact composition of the 1865 landscape within the
boundaries of the district is not known, it is noted as woods, swamps, with some fields in diaries, reports, and
on sketch maps of the battlefield (Figure 2). As a result, the core of the battlefield still retains much of its rural
character, augmented with agricultural fields.

INVENTORY OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

The primary engagement comprising the Battle of Wyse Fork evolved over the four day period of March 7-10,
1865. The contributing resources associated with the National Register district are referenced, when available,
by their official tri-alpha-numeric archaeological site number on file at the North Carolina Office of State
Archaeology in Raleigh. Other resources are referenced by the name of the original owners in terms of certain
structures or the presently existing road numbers (in terms of historic roads), and stream names. This inventory
is the result of field inspections of the battlefield by Office of State Archaeology personnel, interviews with
local historians, consultation with members of the Lenoir County Battlefield Commission in Kinston, and staff
of the Department of Cultural Resources in Raleigh and at the Bentonville Battleground State Historic Site.
This inventory also draws heavily from the previous work of Novick (2004), Collier (2004), Brent et al. (2005),
Brent (2006), and Edwards and Rowland (2006). The locations of these resources within the district boundaries
are shown in Figure 3.

The entire battlefield area is well known to Civil War artifact collectors. Their collections include ammunition
containers, buttons, bullets, buckles, hardware, insignias, spurs, and other items. Efforts by dedicated local
historians using metal detectors have provided a vast amount of information regarding the distribution of
archaeological remains within the battlefield (Lyle Holland, personal communication, 2009, 2010, 2011; Dennis
Harper, personal communication, 2009; Donny Taylor, personal communication, 2009). The level of effort in
terms of the fieldwork undertaken by the individuals listed above and others has provided metal detector
coverage for a major portion of the landscape within the boundaries of the district. While a systematic,
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professional survey of the battlefield has not been undertaken, the work by these individuals provides extensive
coverage and adequate information regarding the locations of contributing resources, the distribution of specific
artifact types, and the general concentrations of artifacts that relate to specific events directly associated with
the 1865 battle. This work has provided adequate data to demonstrate that the battlefield/district contains
integrity in terms of archaeological remains (military artifact concentrations). The efforts and willingness of
these people to share their knowledge and information has been instrumental in developing this nomination,
particularly in terms of Criterion D.

The contributing resources of the district include recorded archaeological sites with structural remains, recorded
archaeological sites with architectural remains, other structural remains, railroads, roads, and streams. Included
are two resources that contain archaeological potential. All of the contributing resources discussed below were
either present on the landscape at the time of the battle (in terms of sites and residential buildings) or, in the case
of some of the roads, are slightly modified (straightened and paved), but reside in the same basic locations as
during the battle.

Contributing Archaeological Sites
31LR232

Site 31LR232 contains the remnants of Confederate earthworks to the north and west of Southwest Creek, near
where US 70 crosses the creek. Only a small portion of this double line of earthworks overlooking Southwest
Creek is still intact and preserved (Figure 3). The extant portions of the earthworks extend approximately 500
feet roughly parallel to Southwest Creek and are about four feet in height (Brent et al. 2005:42). These
earthworks were part of a defensive system constructed by Confederate troops to protect Kinston. This system
was similar to the earthwork perimeters around Richmond and other southern cities. In regards to the general
nature of the defensive system, Union General Cox (OR Sl 47(No. 1):801) wrote to General Schofield on
March 12, 1865:

I was not confident enough in the accuracy of the report from the cavalry scout
yesterday to send it. An infantry sergeant with a few men went to the river. The
planks are taken off the bridge and piles up. An infantry picket is at this end of
the bridge, which ran back across the river on the approach of our reconnoitering
party. The rebels opened with artillery from works on the other side of the Neuse,
where a considerable line of rifle pits and some embrasures for artillery were seen

According to Brent et al. (2005:42-43), it is likely that portions of the earthworks were destroyed by the
widening of US 70. The site is presently within a wooded area consisting of scrub pine and secondary growth.
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31LR233

Site 31LR233 consists of an approximate 800 foot section of earthworks (Photo 1). The remains are located
overlooking Southwest Creek immediately south of the Atlantic and East Carolina railroad line (Figure 3).
Similar to site 31LR232, these earthworks were part of the primary Confederate defensive line around Kinston.
These earthworks vary from six to ten feet in height and extend up to eight feet in width. This section of
earthworks is located within a wooded area consisting of scrub pine and secondary growth. These earthworks
represent some of the best preserved within the district (Brent et al. 2005:44).

Connecticut troops captured at the battle on March 8 were detained and processed behind Confederate lines
where gun emplacements were erected. Local collectors report the remains of 15" Connecticut Regimental gear
within this area (Novick 2004).

31JN109

Site 31JN109 is composed of a 300 foot section of earthworks quickly constructed by Union soldiers after the
events of March 8, 1865 (Brent et al. 2005:44). The site is located across a section of Mill Branch to the
southeast of the intersection of British Road and the Lower Trent Road (Figure 3). Presently, the site isin a
wooded area. Most of the hastily erected Union defensive earthworks have been destroyed by plowing, with the
exception of one small segment within an area that is generally too wet for agricultural use. The configuration
of these earthworks is different from the Confederate earthworks erected as a defensive perimeter around
Kinston. Several sources refer to the rapid nature of the Union earthworks construction (Thomas 1865; Thorpe
1893:99). According to General Cox (1902:151), Ruger’s men during the battle, “filled the space between the
two wings, and speedily making a barricade with fallen timber and other material at hand, a connected line of
breastworks soon covered the whole front.” On March 8, 1865 Thorpe (1893:91) recalled,

During the night [of March 7™"] companies A and | were pushed forward a few
yards, and knowing that discovery in the morning would draw the rebel fire,
protected themselves with such defense as they were able to construct out of their
knapsacks, and a little earth thrown up with their cups and plates. (There was but
one shovel in each company). It was not much of a breastwork but served
partially to conceal them from the sharpshooters.

Many of the Union earthworks were destroyed when the troops left the battlefield. Most were destroyed when
farmers began to cultivate their fields. Thorpe (1893:99) recounted a story describing the hastily-erected and
temporary nature of the Union defenses.

Another incident of this field was the recovery years afterward of a Bible lost. On

it at the time...Capt. Munson of Co. K, being in Philadelphia in 1882, chanced to

pick up the Times, a paper published in that city and saw the communication:

To the Editor of the Times:

I have in my possession a small pocket Bible, which | found in a knapsack on the

battle field near Kinston, N.C., in March, 1865, which has the name of Henry S.
10
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Allen, Co. I, 15" Conn. Vols. If Mr. Allen or any of his friends or relatives
should see this, I will take great pleasure in sending it to them if they will give me
their address.

Julius Catchin

Enfield, N.C.

Henry Allen eventually recovered his Bible from Catchin and noted that his knapsack had been used to build a
small breastwork. He had intended to retrieve his knapsack, but had to move in great haste and left it behind
(Thorpe 1893).

Recorded Archaeological Sites with Architectural Elements
31L.R234 (Jackson/Cobb/Tolles House)

The Jackson/Cobb/Tolles House is located along US 70 (noted as the Dover Road in 1865) (Figure 3). The
house is a five bay, two story (built between 1800 and 1810) Federal-style white frame structure with an interior
central stair. The exterior has six over six pane double hung windows, a shingle roof, a front porch along the
length of the structure, and brick end chimneys (Brent et al. 2005:44). Presently, the house is located on the
north side of US 70 and serves as a single-family residence (Photo 2).

In 1865 the Jackson/Cobb/Tolles House served as a hospital for some of the Union troops during the battle. It
also served as headquarters for Connecticut Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Tolles. Itis also highly likely that tent
hospitals and wards were located on the grounds surrounding the house. The house is one of the few Civil War
era structures still standing that is referenced in the official war records. Thorpe (1893:91) of the 15%
Connecticut illustrated both the house and the mill on his map.

31LR235 (Jackson/Cobb/Kennedy/King Mill-Dam-Kellys Pond)

This flour mill was constructed in the late eighteenth century (Figure 3). The mill burned at some point in time,
but was rebuilt on the same pilings. The mill operated for nearly 200 years before closing in the 1970’s. The
dam and mill pond are in the same footprint as in 1865. Much of the mill pond has silted in during the interim,
but the outline remains clearly visible in aerial photographs. Like the Cobb House (31LR234), the mill, dam,
and associated pond are some of the few Civil War era features that were referenced in the official war records.
These features retain some of the character and feeling from the time of the battle. From the south side of US
70 and along Southwest Creek, remains of the mill and pond are visible among the trees. Presently, major
portions of the mill have collapsed and been removed, but the remains are in the same location as during the
battle in 1865 (Photo 3).

Most military reports and maps, discussed above, made reference to or illustrated the mill. Thorpe (1893:91)
illustrated both the Cobb House and the mill on his map. The mill was a significant landmark and focal point as
both Union and Confederate troops moved around it and the adjacent mill pond. On March 8, 1865 Thorpe
(1893:91) recalled:

11
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...it cannot be shown that a crossing of Southwest Creek at any other place that
Jackson’s Mills was contemplated, on account of the stream being much swollen
from the recent rains.

According to Thorpe (1893:101), the diary of Sergeant John E. Towner of Co. C, 15" Connecticut contained the
following entry relating to actions on March 8, 1865:

The wounded as fast as gathered at the mill were sent back a short distance to a
field hospital in the rear of the rebel breastworks. Here those wounds requiring
immediate attention were dressed by Confederate surgeons. It was at this place
that Palmer, of Co. B, had his arm amputated. Toward night we were taken
across the creek and up to Kinston. We were quartered in an old building
standing on the corner of the first square crossing the river. Here all minor
wounds were attended to and the surgeons were busy until well in the night. As
fast as cared for we were passed into the upper room to sleep on the bare floor and
fortunate were they who had saved their blankets.

Thorpe (1893:102) continued with the recollections of a Captain White of the 15" Connecticut regarding the
events of March 8:

We were captured about 1 o’clock p.m. and taken to Jackson’s Mill, a strong
position within the rebel lines. While on the way there we found some men trying
to carry Lieut. E. W. Bishop in a blanket. The guard gave us permission to assist
them. Soon after reaching the mill Maj. Osborne was brought in. Capt. Davis
and myself remained with Osborne and Bishop until an ambulance came for them
at half past four. We asked permission of Dr. Mathews, the Confederate surgeon,
to remain with them, which was granted. We made them comfortable as we could
on reaching Kinston, and stayed by them without a guard until they were put on
the train for Goldsboro next day.

In terms of Lieut. E. W. Bishop, Thorpe (1893:116) wrote:

12

Bishop went with all the alacrity and cheerfulness he would on an errand of
pleasure, and even when the rebel bullet pierced his spine and laid him helpless
where no aid could reach him, his cheerfulness did not desert him. All that
afternoon, until his captured comrades carried him to the old mill within the rebel
lines, and until two days afterward they were compelled to leave him lying on the
floor of the Fair Ground Hospital, in Goldsboro.
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On March 9, 1865 General Hagood (1910:352-353) recalled:

With three brigades Hoke marched across the mill then down Neuse road around
the enemy’s right planning to attack. Discovering the Union forces strongly
entrenched Hoke returned.

The remains of Kellys Pond are located immediately to the west of the mill remnants and the mill dam. It was
around this mill pond that Confederate forces marched on March 8 and again on March 10, 1865 to conduct
flanking movements against the Union forces

Other Architectural Resources
Robert Bond Vause House

The Vause House is a two-story four-bay frame structure (Photo 4). The house is located in the southern
portion of the district along SR1902 (Figure 3). The house was built by Robert Bond Vause in the early 1850’s
and originally contained four rooms upstairs and four rooms downstairs (Brent et al. 2005:44-45). The house,
along with Jackson Mill (31LR235), was depicted in an illustration of the battle published by Frank Lesley’s
Illustrated Newspaper on April 15, 1865 (Figure 4). Although the orientation and placement of the house on the
battlefield is incorrect, depiction of the structure itself is that of the Vause House. This structure would be
easily recognized today by troops engaged in the battle.

John Council Wooten House

The John Council Wooten House is located 1.3 miles south of US 70 on Whaley Road (SR 1904) (Figure 3).
The house was built in 1859 for John Council Wooten. Wooten served in the Confederate army during the war.
This structure is the only surviving temple Greek Revival house in Lenoir County (Brent et al. 2005:45). The
two-story wooden frame structure contains an end gable roof with a classical Greek Revival portico on the
facade (Brent et al. 2005:45) (Photo 5). During the battle members of the 1t NC Heavy Atrtillery battalion
remained on the road in front of the house during Hoke’s attack of March 10, 1865. William Calder, Adjutant
with the battalion noted that he and some other officers “warmed their feet at the fireplace” of the Wooten
House (Wade Sokolosky, personal communication to Lyle Holland and Lawrence Abbott, April 7, 2009). In
addition, the 12" New York Cavalry patrolled nearby this house to protect the Union flank during the battle
(Brent et al. 2005:45).
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Structural Resources
Atlantic & North Carolina Railroad

The railroad that runs between Morehead City and Goldsboro passes through Dover Swamp from New Bern
through Kinston to Goldsboro and beyond (Figures 3 and 10). It was called the Old Mullet Road in honor of the
fish that had been shipped over it. On March 2, 1865 Thorpe (1893:106) recalled:

Cars were taken at 2 p.m. for Bachelder’s Creek, which was then the terminus of
the railroad leading to Kinston, and from there we marched, after the debarking,
to Dovers Cross Roads, a distance of five miles, and encamped for the night. The
weather was as unkind to us as possible, and our bivouac for the night was made
in cold, disagreeable rain.

On March 6, 1865 General Cox (OR SI 47 (No. 2):706) conferred with Colonel W. W. Wright:

The old track is simply capsized from Core Creek for about five miles and a half.
The remainder of the way the iron has been carried off. The plank that was sent
up need not be used for our purposes...l would like to arrange so that the road
shall be finished each night to a point where our wagons may meet the trains by
driving right down the old rail bed. This they can do if it not be necessary to
scatter ties, &c., in advance of the point to which each day’s work will finish it.
This arrangement will save several miles of travel, and as | have so few wagons it
is very important to me. Still I do not wish to impede your progress.

On March 6, 1865 General Palmer (OR SI 47 (No. 1:981-982) reported:

The enemy was discovered strongly intrenched (sic) all along the Kinston side of
Southwest Creek. For this reason the line was formed as follows: First Brigade
on the right of the railroad, the left resting on the railroad at the railroad crossing
of the British road, the right extending down the British road toward the Neuse
road, and connecting with Claassen’s brigade on the extreme right. Infantry
pickets were well thrown out to the right and up toward Southwest Creek, both on
the Neuse road and the railroad, covering all approaches from those directions.

Colonel Horace Boughton of the 143 New York Infantry (OR SI 47 (No. 1):991) was stationed
near the railroad and reported for March 6 and 7, 1865, “We were again underway still following
the railroad...l was ordered to move forward to a position on Southwest Creek at the crossing of
the railroad.”

During the Great Depression the railroad owner, Norfolk Southern Railway, went into receivership and the
railroad became an independent state-controlled operation in 1935. The rail line did not do very well and in
1939 H. P. Edwards of Sanford, North Carolina proposed the formation of a new company, the Atlantic and
14
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East Carolina Railway Company (A&EC Railroad) to take over the troubled railroad. During the 1940s
Edwards and his colleagues made efforts to improve the railway. This included replacing ties as well as gravel
beds for the line. Edwards sold the railroad to Southern Railway in 1957. The railroad is depicted in the
illustration of the battle published by Frank Leslie’s lllustrated Newspaper (see Figure 4). The footprint of the
railroad is essentially in the same location as it was at the time of the battle in March of 1865 (Figure 3).

Roads

According to Brent et al. (2005:46), “the area encompassing the core of the battleground is dominated by the
alignment of five roads (Figure 5). Military battle reports and correspondence in the OR provide numerous
references to roads in the region.” Although some major alteration has taken place since 1865, these roads are
basically and for the most part aligned as they were at the time of the battle (Brent et al. 2005:45-46) (Figure 3).
These roads are described below.

Neuse Road (SR 1804) — Neuse Road is a duel lane, hard-surfaced state road located immediately south of the
Neuse River. At the time of the battle it crossed Southwest Creek and the railroad before ending at the Dover
Road. According to Brent et al. (2005:46), a Confederate defensive position was located where the road crossed
Southwest Creek to the west of the intersection with the Lower Trent Road. The Neuse Road was used by the
Confederate army to move and realign troops during the battle in 1865. During the battle D.H. Hill (OR SI 47
(No. 1):1087) reported:

I received a note...saying that General Hoke thought that if | went down the
Neuse Road until I struck the British Road, and followed up the latter, | would
make many captures, and adding that General Bragg directed me to make the
movement.

The Neuse Road originally followed a relatively circuitous route and was straightened between 1938 and 1977.
The basic alignment of the Neuse Road, however, is essentially the same as that of 1865.

British Road (SR 1803) — British Road is a duel lane, hard-surface state road located south of Neuse Road
(Photo 7). The road proceeded northeast to southwest parallel to the Neuse Road crossing the railroad, the
Lower Trent, Dover, and Cobb (Central) Roads. During the battle Confederate forces used the road to move
troops and eventually anchor their defensive line north of the road between the Lower Trent and Dover Roads
(Brent et al. 2005:46). British Road, which had followed a circuitous route, was straightened between 1938 and
1977. The road essentially follows the same alignment as that of 1865 except that it presently ends at the
intersection with US 70 (Dover Road).

Dover Road (US Highway 70) — The Dover Road was one of the main east to west corridors from New Bern to
Kinston. The name of the road comes from the Dover Swamp, through which the road extended westward from
New Bern. Denny (1879:41-45) of the 25" Massachusetts recalled the road conditions.
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The march from New Bern over roads softened by recent storms, and through
swamps filled with water, was very severe, and tasked the strength of the troops to
the utmost.

En route to the battle Colonel Charles Upham, of the 15" Connecticut VVolunteer Infantry described Dover
Road.

This road most of the way lay through swamps and was heavily blockaded by
felled trees, which had to be cut through to allow passage of the artillery and
trains.

The 15" Connecticut and the 27" Massachusetts marched up the Dover beyond (west) of its intersection with
British Road where many of the men in these units were either killed or captured by Hoke’s Division on March
8, 1865. Of the roads discussed as part of this nomination, the Dover Road has been altered the most since the
battle and has been assimilated by the presently-existing four-lane US Highway 70 (Brent et al. 2005:46).

Lower Trent Road (SR 1002 and SR 1309) — The Lower Trent Road is presently a two-lane hard surface road.
Based on Brent et al. (2005:46), the Lower Trent Road extended from Trenton south of the Dover Swamp
before turning north and intersecting with the Neuse Road. It is the intersection of the Lower Trent Road with
Dover Road that is noted as Wyse Fork. By March 10, 1865 the primary Federal defensive line was anchored at
Wyse Fork. The Union artillery was positioned on both sides of the road immediately south of Wyse Fork.
Presently, this road follows the same route as shown on nineteenth century maps and at the time of the battle.
The road designations change from SR 1002 to SR 1309 when it crosses US 70 (Brent et al. 2005:46).

Cobb/Central Road (SR 1909) — This road is located north and east of Strawberry Branch. According to Brent
et al. (2005:46), at the time of the battle this road intersected with the British Road approximately one half mile
south and west of the intersection of the British and Dover Roads. On March 8, 1865 the Cobb/Central Road
was used by Hoke’s Division to form a battle line and advance across the British Road in order to rout the 15"
Connecticut and 27" Massachusetts Regiments. The Cobb/Central Road remains basically the same as at the
time of the battle, except that the intersection with British Road no longer exists. The British Road presently
terminates approximately one half mile east of Cobb/Central Road (Brent et al. 2005:46).

Streams

Natural streams played a major role in the Battle of Wyse Fork and in some cases served as natural defensive
barriers between the combatants. Three streams are included in this regard and consist of Southwest Creek,
Mill Branch, and Strawberry Branch (Figure 3).

Southwest Creek — Southwest Creek is the largest stream running through the battlefield. The stream flows
from the southwest to northeast toward the Neuse River. A portion of this stream was dammed to form Kelly’s
Pond. It is mentioned repeatedly in the OR and by others in reference to events related to the battle (e.g.,
Thorpe 1893; Hagood 1910). The original Confederate defensive line was positioned west of Southwest Creek
16
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and ran parallel with the stream. Hoke’s Division defended the bridges over the stream with infantry and
artillery at the Dover Road, the Atlantic & North Carolina Railroad, and the Neuse Road (Brent et al. 2005:46).

Mill Branch — As a tributary of Southwest Creek, Mill Branch flows northwest appoximately parallel to the
Lower Trent Road (SR 1309). During the battle the Union defensive line was located to the east of this stream
between the Lower Trent Road and Dover Road. This position was held by Union forces during most of the
battle (Brent et al. 2005:46). Kirkland’s Brigade had to contend with crossing the upper portions of this creek
during their failed assault on the Union flank on March 10, 1865.

Strawberry Branch — A second tributary of Southwest Creek, Strawberry Branch flows to the southeast
beginning to the north of the Wooten House. It’s confluence with Southwest Creek occurs upstream and to the
southwest of Kelly’s Pond. This stream is near the southwestern boundary of the district (Brent et al. 2005:47).

Areas of Archaeological Potential
Bragg’s Headquarters — The Howard House

The Howard House was located in the northwestern portion of the district at the intersection of the Dover Road
(Highway 70) and the Neuse Road (SR1804) (Figure 3). The house was used by General Braxton Bragg as his
headquarters during the Battle of Wyse Fork (Figure 6). The location was well suited to this function as the
house was set well behind Southwest Creek (the main defensive line of the Confederates). The house was also
protected by artillery in place near Jackson’s Mill. The house was demolished in the 1960s (Photo 8).

The remnants of the Howard House structure are closely related to the surrounding environment and to the
evolution of the 1865 battle. Archaeological remains such as bivouac areas, trash pits, privies, wells, and other
structural remains which may be present, can provide information valuable to the understanding and
interpretation of the evolution of the 1865 battle. Information concerning unit deployments, camp structure, as
well as structural details, is often only evident in the archaeological record. Therefore, archaeological remains
associated with the Howard House may well be an important component of the significance of the district as a
whole. At this time no investigation has been done to discover these remains, but it is likely that they exist, and
this should be considered in any development of the property.

Possible Mass Burial

A possible mass grave is located northeast of the Vause House (Figure 3). This location was inspected by
personnel from the Office of State Archaeology and is marked by a relatively large, rectangular tumulus (Photo
9). The mounded area measures 25 meters (82.5feet) on a north to south axis and 22 meters (72.6 feet) on an
east to west axis. The mound is sunken in the center and has a few small saplings growing in the interior
portion. Legend has it that this is a location where some of the Confederate soldiers killed during Kirkland’s
assault on March 10, 1865 were buried. According to local informants, the area has not been plowed since the
battle out of respect for those buried within the mound (Dennis Harper, personal communication to Lawrence
Abbott, 2009).
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The possible mass grave is closely related to the surrounding environment and its proximity to the events of
March 10, 1865. Archaeological remains such as a mass grave, which may be present, can provide information
valuable to the understanding and interpretation of the evolution of the 1865 battle. Information concerning
unit deployments, general nutrition and disease, and the impacts of battle-related trauma is often only evident in
the archaeological record from graves. Therefore, human remains within an archaeological context may well be
an important component of the significance of the district. At this time no investigation has been done to
confirm these remains, but it is likely that they exist, and this should be considered in any development of the

property.

INVENTORY OF NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES

An examination of tax maps for Jones and Lenoir Counties, GIS maps at the NC Office of State Archaeology,
and NC Historic Preservation Office reveals a number of non-contributing resources that are presently within
the proposed district boundaries. These properties are listed in Tables 1 and 2 below. These properties are not
related to the battlefield’s period of significance or prior to the advent of the battle. Non-contributing resources
(NC) include 312 buildings, eight sites, and six structures. The structures include a large transmission line that
runs on an approximate east to west axis across the entire length of the district.

Table 1: Non-Contributing Resources, Jones County

Location (Jones County) Date Description Status
British Road

319 British Road N/A 1 Mobile home NC
327 British Road 1994 1 Mobile home NC
339 British Road 1997 1 Mobile home NC
345 British Road 1995 1 Mobile home NC
400 British Road 1963 1-Story concrete block dwelling NC
401 British Road 1936 1-Story concrete block dwelling NC
485 British Road 1930 1-Story frame dwelling NC
493 British Road 1986 1 Mobile home NC
501 British Road 1973 1-Story brick dwelling NC
513 British Road 1963 1-Story asbestos-siding dwelling NC
519 British Road 1936 1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
526 British Road 1994 1-Light steel frame building NC
527 British Road 1979 1-Story brick dwelling NC
541 British Road 1962 1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
597 British Road 1930 1-Story frame dwelling NC
602 British Road 1999 1 Mobile home NC
614 British Road 1999 1 Mobile home NC
620 British Road 1999 1 Mobile home NC
626 British Road 1999 1 Mobile home NC
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632 British Road
638 British Road
652 British Road
658 British Road
664 British Road
669 British Road
670 British Road
676 British Road
Near British Road

Caswell Station Road

279 Caswell Station Road
395 Caswell Station Road
419 Caswell Station Road
464 Caswell Station Road
653 Caswell Station Road
697 Caswell Station Road
713 Caswell Station Road
829 Caswell Station Road
882 Caswell Station Road
927 Caswell Station Road
983 Caswell Station Road
1005 Caswell Station Road
1021 Caswell Station Road
1037 Caswell Station Road
1055 Caswell Station Road
Near Caswell Station Road
Near Caswell Station Road
Near Caswell Station Road

Country View Lane

126 Country View Lane
127 Country View Lane
136 Country View Lane
139 Country View Lane
146 Country View Lane
149 Country View Lane
156 Country View Lane
159 Country View Lane
168 Country View Lane
169 Country View Lane
179 Country View Lane
181 Country View Lane
19

1999
1999
1999
2000
1999
1959
1999
2000
N/A

1953
1976
1976
1980
1906
1991
1969
1990
2006
1980
1973
1990
1965
1993
1982
N/A
N/A
N/A

2000
2000
2000
2000
2000
2000
2000
2000
2000
2000
2000
2000

1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1-Story brick veneer dwelling NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
Historic Cemetery NC
1-Story brick veneer dwelling NC
1-Mobile home NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
1-Story asbestos-siding dwelling NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Concrete block building NC
1 Mobile home NC
1-Story brick veneer dwelling NC
1-Story frame dwelling NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
1 Mobile home NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Prehistoric Archaeological Site NC
Historic Cemetery NC
Historic Cemetery NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
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186 Country View Lane
196 Country View Lane

Highway 70 East

5935 Highway 70 East
6041 Highway 70 East
6276 Highway 70 East
6570 Highway 70 East
6570 Highway 70 East
6570 Highway 70 East
5586 Highway 70 East
Highway 70 East

Highway 70 East

Near Highway 70 East

Hoke Lane

114 Hoke Lane
121 Hoke Lane
150 Hoke Lane

Hood Farm Road

155 Hood Farm Road
155 Hood Farm Road
155 Hood Farm Road

Kennedy Avenue
Kennedy Avenue
Kennedy Avenue

Owen Smith Road

602 Owen Smith Road
679 Owen Smith Road
701 Owen Smith Road
709 Owen Smith Road
749 Owen Smith Road

Off of Owen Smith Road

Stanford Avenue
150 Stanford Avenue
163 Stanford Avenue

20

2000
2000

1970
1986
1903
1936
1952
1953
1973
1981
1960
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

1950
1960
2001

2001
2003

2000
1968
1973
1977
N/A

1984

2004
1988

1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Light frame metal building NC
1 Light frame metal building NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-St. concrete block dwelling NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-Story brick veneer dwelling NC
1 Frame storage building NC
1-Story brick veneer dwelling NC
Solar Farm NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Metal storage building NC
1 Metal storage building NC
1 Mobile home NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
2-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
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State Roads

State Road 1309 1994 1 Mobile home NC
State Road 1310 1984 1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
State Road 1310 1998 1 Mobile home NC
State Road 1310 1999 1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
Woodview Lane

109 Woodview Lane 2000 1 Mobile home NC
127 Woodview Lane 2001 1 Mobile home NC
141 Woodview Lane 2001 1 Mobile home NC
151 Woodview Lane 2001 1 Mobile home NC
171 Woodview Lane 1999 1 Mobile home NC
178 Woodview Lane 2000 1 Mobile home NC
Off of Woodview Lane 2001 1 Mobile home NC
Wyse Fork Road

6604 Wyse Fork Road 1965 1-Story brick dwelling NC
6612 Wyse Fork Road 1977 1-Story brick dwelling NC
6630 Wyse Fork Road 1954 1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
6656 Wyse Fork Road 1984 1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
6670 Wyse Fork Road 1957 1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
6713 Wyse Fork Road 1965 1 -Brick and stone church building NC
6721 Wyse Fork Road 2004 1 Vinyl-siding building NC
6778 Wyse Fork Road 1978 1-Story brick veneer dwelling NC
6922 Wyse Fork Road 1970 1 Frame building (VFD) NC
6936 Wyse Fork Road 1940 1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
6936 Wyse Fork Road 1950 1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
6967 Wyse Fork Road 1968 1 Commercial warehouse NC
The non-contributing properties in Lenoir County are listed below in Table 2.

Table 2: Non-Contributing Properties, Lenoir County

Location (L enoir County) Date Description Status
Bill Smith Road

201 Bill Smith Road N/A  1-Electrical Substation NC
359 Bill Smith Road N/A  1-Story vinyl-siding Commercial NC
360 Bill Smith Road N/A  1-Tobacco Pack House NC
360 Bill Smith Road N/A  3-Chicken Houses NC
501 Bill Smith Road 1932 2-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
Near Bill Smith Road N/A  Historic Cemetery NC
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British Road

193 British Road
213 British Road
215 British Road
229 British Road
305 British Road
307 British Road

Casey Road
645 Casey Road

653 Casey Road
674 Casey Road
686 Casey Road
687 Casey Road
691 Casey Road
696 Casey Road
704 Casey Road
711 Casey Road

Caswell Station Road
734 Caswell Station Road
Caswell Station Road

Cobb Road
129 Cobb Road
164 Cobb Road
198 Cobb Road
209 Cobb Road
212 Cobb Road
225 Cobb Road
248 Cobb Road
278 Cobb Road
298 Cobb Road
305 Cobb Road
390 Cobb Road
410 Cobb Road
425 Cobb Road
426 Cobb Road
438 Cobb Road
464 Cobb Road
522 Cobb Road
592 Cobb Road
647 Cobb Road
22

1944
1997
1988
1976
1988
1970

N/A

1991
2000
1998
1984
1986
1997
N/A

2001

1973
N/A

1920
1982
1959
1952
1901
1950
1955
1950
1950
1901
1996
2004
1959
1961
1955
1948
1950
1901
1915

1-Story concrete block dwelling NC

1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1 Mobile home NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
2 Mobile homes NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1 Double-wide mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Mobile home NC
1 Single-wide mobile home NC
1 Double-wide mobile home NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
3 Mobile homes NC
2-Story frame dwelling NC
2-Story brick dwelling NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-Story asbestos-siding dwelling NC
2-Story brick dwelling NC
1-Story asbestos-siding dwelling NC
1-Story frame dwelling NC
2-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1 Mobile home NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
2-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-Story asbestos-siding dwelling NC

1-Story asbestos-siding dwelling NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
2-Story frame dwelling NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
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661 Cobb Road
680 Cobb Road
702 Cobb Road
707 Cobb Road
731 Cobb Road
759 Cobb Road
824 Cobb Road

East New Bern Road
1221 East New Bern Road

Elijah Sykes Road

647 Elijah Sykes Road
673 Elijah Sykes Road
705 Elijah Sykes Road
876 Elijah Sykes Road

Highway 70
1515 Highway 70

1551 Highway 70
1590 Highway 70
1779 Highway 70
1802 Highway 70
1811 Highway 70
1811 Highway 70
1817 Highway 70
1820 Highway 70
1831 Highway 70
1868 Highway 70
1883 Highway 70
1890 Highway 70
1892 Highway 70
1945 Highway 70
2005 Highway 70
2017 Highway 70
2049 Highway 70
2071 Highway 70
2071 Highway 70
2072 Highway 70
2085 Highway 70
2129 Highway 70
2142 Highway 70 East
2149 Highway 70 East
23

1901
2000
1994
1992
1966
1954
1914

1901

1967
1960
1975
1917

2007
1965
1955
1901
1901
1940
1901
N/A
1982
1940
1918
1991
N/A
N/A
1980
1901
N/A
N/A
N/A
1958
1946
1967
1998
1939
1972

1-Story frame dwelling NC
2-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
2-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
2-Story brick dwelling NC
1-Story frame dwelling NC
1-Story frame dwelling NC
2-Story vinyl-siding dwelling NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
2-Story frame dwelling NC
1-Story brick dwelling NC
2-Story vinyl-siding dw